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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 1682 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MCAP, NATO, DA, BE 

SUBJECT: DANISH DEFENSE PROPOSAL; BELGIAN CONSCRIPT SERVICE 

SUMMARY: IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION FROM PECK ( UK), 

HJORTH- NIELSEN ( DENMARK) ASSURED DPC ON 4 APRIL THAT IN 
IMPLEMENTING THE DANISH DEFENSE BILL ( RESTRUCTURING), 

WHICH IS EXPECTED TO HAVE ITS THIRD AND FINAL READING 
SHORTLY, DANISH AUTHORITIES WOULD KEEP IN MIND THE 
RECOMMENDATIONS BY NATO MILITARY AUTHORITIES FOR 
COMPENSATORY MEASURES AND WOULD KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
AFNORTH; DETAILS WOULD BE INCLUDED IN DANISH REPLY 
TO NATO DEFENSE PLANNING QUESTIONAIRE ( DPQ(73)). ALSO 
IN REPLY TO QUESTION FROM PECK, DE STAERCKE ( BELGIUM) 
REITERATED BELGIAN INTENTION TO CONSULT WITH NATO BEFORE 
TAKING ANY FINAL DECISION ON REDUCTION OF TERM OF 
CONSCRIPT SERVICE. DE STAERCKE ADDED THAT IT WAS NOT 
YET CLEAR WHEN BELGIUM WOULD PRESENT PROPOSAL, EITHER 
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THIS YEAR OR NEXT YEAR, BUT IT WAS POSSIBLE THAT IT WOULD 
BE SUBMITTED IN BELGIAN RESPONSE TO DPQ(73), FOR FULL 
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CONSULTATION DURING THE DEFENSE PLANNING REVIEW. END SUMMARY. 

1. AT END 4 APRIL MORNING SESSION OF NAC, WHICH WAS 
ENTIRELY DEVOTED TO MEASURES TO COMBAT TERRORISM ( SEPTEL), 
COUNCIL RECONVENED IMMEDIATELY AS DPC AT REQUEST OF PECK, UK, 
TO TAKE UP STATUS OF DANISH ACTION ON DANISH DEFENSE PROPOSAL 
AND OF BELGIAN ACTION ON CHANGE IN CONSCRIPT SERVICE. 

2. ON DANISH QUESTION, LUNS REFERRED TO HIS LETTER TO 
OLESEN ( PO/73/40) AND OLESEN' S REPLY ( USNATO 1616), WHICH 
LUNS CHARACTERIZED AS INTERIM. HJORTH- NIELSEN ( DENMARK) 
REPORTED THAT PARLIAMENT HAD HELD ITS SECOND READING OF 
THE BILL ON 30 MARCH AND THE THIRD READING WAS EXPECTED 
SHORTLY, AFTER WHICH HE ANTICIPATED HE WOULD BE INSTRUCTED 
TO INFORM THE DPC OF THE FINAL ACTION TAKEN. 

3. ON BELGIAN QUESTION, DE STAERCKE EXPRESSED SURPRISE 
THAT NEWSPAPER ARTICLE ( LA LIBRE BELGIQUE, 1 MARCH), WHICH 
PECK QUOTED, COULD GIVE RISE TO QUERY IN DPC, SINCE 

MINISTER VAN DEN BOEYNANTS HAD ANNOUNCED ON 17 NOVEMBER 1972 
THAT THE PROPOSAL FOR REDUCTION IN LENGTH OF CONSCRIPT 
WOULD BE SUBJECT TO CONSULTATION WITH NATO. DE STAERCKE 
THEN STATED THAT NO DECISION HAD YET BEEN TAKEN ON WHEN 
THE PROPOSAL MIGHT BE SUBMITTED TO NATO, BUT IT WAS POSSIBLE 
THAT THE BELGIAN REPLY TO DPQ (1972) MIGHT CONTAIN THE 
PROPOSALFOR REDUCTION IN CONSCRIPT SERVICE, WHICH WOULD 
THEN BE SUBJECT TO FULL CONSULTATION IN THE 1973 ANNUAL 
DEFENSE PLANNING REVIEW PROCESS. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT 
BELGIUM WOULD NORMALLY ENVISAGE COMPENSATORY MEASURES IN 
EVENT CONSCRIPTION TIME IS TO BE REDUCED, BUT IF DENMARK 
TAKES NO COMPENSATORY MEASURES IN CONNECTION WITH ITS 
RESTRUCTURING, THERE WAS A DANGER THAT BELGIUM MIGHT DO 
LIKEWISE SINCE PUBLIC OPINION INBELGIUM WOULD THEN NOT 
SEE NEED FOR COMPENSATORY MEASURES IN BELGIUM. 

4. AMBASSADOR RUMSFELD THEN RECALLED EARLIER DANISH 
STATEMENT THAT BILL WAS IN GENERAL TERMS, WITH DETAILS 
TO BE HANDLED BY THE GOVERNMENT ONCE BILL IS PASSED, AND 
ASKED WHETHER IT WAS DANISH INTENTION TO INFORM NATO OF THE 
DETAILS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF RESTRUCTURING AND TO PUT INTO 
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EFFECT THE COMPENSATORY MEASURES RECOMMENDED BY THE SACEUR 
AND THE NATO MILITARY COMMITTEE. HJORTH- NIELSEN INDICATED 
THAT IN THE COURSE OF IMPLEMENTATION THE DANISH GOVERNMENT 
WILL HAVE IN MIND THE RECOMMENDATIONS BY NATO MILITARY 
AUTHORITIES FOR COMPENSATORY MEASURES AND WILL WORK WITH 
AFNORTH IN DRAWING UP IMPLEMENTATION; DETAILS WOULD BE 
SUBMITTED IN DANISH REPLY TO DPQ(73). 

5. MENZIES SUGGESTED THAT MINISTER OLESEN GIVE THIS 
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ASSURANCE PUBLICLY IN THE PRESENTATION OF THE DEFENSE 
BILL FOR ITS THIRD READING. HJORTH- NIELSEN SAW LITTLE 
LIKELIHOOD OF THIS, SINCE IT WOULD BE SEEN AS MIXING 
LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES. 

6. LUNS ENDED SESSION WITH EXPRESSION OF HOPE THAT MINISTER 
OLESEN WOLD INCLUDE THIS ASSURANCE IN A LETTER INFORMING 
THE DPC OF THE FINAL ACTION ON THE BILL; IN LUNS' VIEW 
LETTER NEED NOT BE MADE PUBLIC. RUMSFELD 
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